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Arab Civil Society’s Call to Action on Sudan

Message from the Arab Coalition for Darfur to the African Union Summit 

22 Jan, 2010, Addis Ababa- Ethiopia (updated 25 January 2010)

Violence in Darfur will continue or increase and South Sudan could see a return to large scale conflict unless the international community including the African Union (AU) steps up its diplomatic engagement with Sudan, the Arab Coalition for Darfur said today in a statement   in Addis Ababa as African leaders prepare to attend the summit.

Last year saw another 250,000 displaced in Darfur as clashes and bombings continued, and more people than ever are in need of assistance (4.7 million). Only last month another five UNAMID peacekeepers were killed. In the same year, around 350,000 were displaced in Southern Sudan along with 2,500 killed – the worst violence since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) was signed in 2005 ending one of Africa’s longest and bloodiest of wars. This historic peace agreement is looking increasingly fragile, and in danger of collapse as many political issues remain unresolved, mixed with rising violence and a lack of peace dividends for an increasingly disillusioned and desperate population. A peace process that prioritizes  a cessation of hostilities remains elusive in Darfur, and there cannot be sustainable peace in Darfur if the peace deal between North and South is allowed to fail.

The Arab Coalition for Darfur (www.acdarfur.net), with its message to civil society to ‘Break the Silence’, brings together organizations from 16 Arab countries, many of whom are members of the AU. ‘Sudan is Africa’s largest country, bordering nine other nations, and is a shared concern of the League of Arab States as well as the AU – a return to war would be devastating not only for Sudan, but could destabilise the entire region’ says Zahir Hilal, Coordinator of the Coalition. 

The coalition works to promote peace and alleviate suffering in Darfur and the rest of Sudan, guided by the belief that civilians must be protected from violence, access to quality humanitarian assistance ensured, the protection of humanitarian workers guaranteed, and that aid  must not be used for political ends. The Coalition calls for reconciliation, justice and the rule of law, and the voluntary return of displaced persons to their land and compensation for lost or damaged property.

The African Union is to be commended for identifying 2010 the Year for Peace and Security in Africa, and this presents a major opportunity as well as challenge for the African Union. The next 12 months are critical for the future of Darfur and the rest of Sudan.

In view of the above, the Coalition calls on African leaders at the AU summit to:

· Provide intensive and coherent diplomatic support to Northern and Southern Sudanese parties on unresolved issues such as sharing of oil revenues, demarcation of the north-south border, grazing rights, and security. Lack of resolution of these contentious issues may re-ignite conflict. 

· Strengthen coordination and efforts towards the peace process in Darfur, prioritising initially an immediate cessation of hostilities.

· Increase monitoring and reporting on human rights violations throughout Sudan in the run-up to the April elections as well as the referendum, and support measures to protect civilians from potential violence related to these events

· Press the UN Security Council to strengthen the civilian protection mandate of the Sudan peacekeeping force (UNMIS) by increasing its presence in remote and volatile areas and by rapidly deploying its personnel to conflict-prone areas in the South.

· Strengthen efforts to improve the performance of UNAMID for the protection of civilians in Darfur.

· Reject any complacency and claims that the Darfur war is over, and continue to treat Darfur as one of the worst humanitarian crisis in the world where need is increasing.  

· Call for more regular humanitarian reporting and independent needs assessments to address serious information gaps.

· Call for sufficient humanitarian capacity on the ground with unimpeded humanitarian access. 

· Press the Sudanese government to put in place the necessary mechanisms for the implementation of the recommendations of the African Union High Level Panel on Darfur headed by President Thabo Mbeki, and develop time bound benchmarks to measure progress according to international standards.

For interviews please contact:

Zahir Hilal, Coordinator Arab Coalition for Darfur (Arabic, English)

Tel:  0020127608651

Arab Coalition for Darfur contact details:

zahirbeih@gmail.com., Tel+20127608651

www.acdarfur.net
Notes to editors:
The ACD is coordinated from a Secretariat based in Cairo and was established in May 2008 in response to the silence evident among Arab civil society and launched under the banner of ‘Break the Silence’ at the ministerial meeting of the Organisation of Islamic Conference in June 2008 in Kampala. It is open to organizations and (as honourary members) individuals from all Arab countries of which 16 are so far represented by 45 organisations. It seeks to break the misinformation on Darfur and reject the conspiracy theories common amongst Arab media concerning the Darfur conflict which is simply one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world and over 75% of the population are directly suffering and in need of aid, and the situation demands respect for the dignity and human rights of ordinary people without discrimination. 

The conflict in Darfur is now almost in its seventh year with 2.7 million displaced for most of this time and many thousands killed, and the joint UN-AU mission (UNAMID) has now been deployed for two years but remains at 78% capacity. This month the CPA reached its 5 year anniversary after signing on 9 January 2005 between northern and southern Sudan ending a war that cost 2 million lives. The UN peacekeeping mission in Sudan (especially the south) – UNMIS – has a ‘Chapter VII’ component to its mandate, which enables it to protect civilians, but too often it has failed to do so. South Sudan remains one of the poorest regions on earth with little change since the peace agreement and people are becoming increasingly frustrated and prone to violence. One in seven women are likely to die during pregnancy, and according to the UN, a 15-year old girl from southern Sudan is more likely to die in childbirth than finish school. Preservation of the CPA is essential for sustainable peace in Darfur so the Coalition is increasingly making the links to the whole of Sudan. It therefore supports the newly launched global campaign Sudan365 (www.sudan365.org) which highlights the 1 year countdown to the referendum on southern secession in January 2011.

Please note that UNAMID is currently deployed at 78% of planned capacity, not 41% as originally reported for which error the Coalition apologises.

