Sudanese government once again denies aid to its citizens in Darfur

The Arab Coalition for Darfur responds to the governments expulsion of a further 26 foreign relief organizations in Darfur

 
The Arab Coalition for Darfur expresses deep concern regarding the Sudanese government's decision to expel a further 26 international relief organizations from Darfur, in addition to the warning of 13 other organizations to ‘adjust their status’ during the month. 


The primary responsibility for ensuring its citizens have access to humanitarian assistance lies with the Sudanese government.  ‘These further expulsions are an outrage. Sudan must be the only country in the world where agencies trying to provide relief to a suffering population are simply expelled rather than the government working through any issues with such agencies, if indeed issues on activities and reporting exist. Reported reasons for expulsions appear largely bureaucratic and politicized, and it is only the civilians of Darfur who suffer, many of whom have lived in camps for almost seven years’ said Haggag Nayal, Secretary General of the Coalition.

In recent months, more people than ever are in need of assistance in Darfur - 4.7 million almost 80% of the population. A further 250,000 people were displaced last year. Violence continues even if the scale is reduced and aid workers continue to risk abduction, hijackings, armed robberies and even their lives.  

The expulsion of 13 international humanitarian organizations in March 2009 from Northern Sudan is widely seen as a politicized decision, targeting the international community rather that aimed at providing the best possible services for over 4 million people in need in Darfur alone. These agencies operated in the absence of sufficient alternative impartial Sudanese or Arab organizations. While a humanitarian catastrophe was avoided, and some welcome increase in some impartial Arab organizations has been in evidence, there is a persistent information gap on the quality of response together with lack of independent needs assessment. Indeed the monthly UN Darfur Humanitarian Profile has not been published for a year. ‘The government needs to base its decisions on maximizing quality of humanitarian work among all actors, and not be driven by heavy handedness and even more expulsions. Furthermore, national and international agencies should all be treated equally’ said the Coalition’s focal point in Syria Bahia Mardini.

The Arab Coalition for Darfur believes that, despite the importance of peace and justice, and the protection of civilians, there can be no compromise on ensuring people have the assistance they need. The Coalition therefore urges the Sudanese government to back down immediately from the decision to expel these organizations, so as not to expose Darfurians to further humanitarian suffering, especially a rise in disease levels and therefore mortality that can be expected from this decision. If any issues exist with the agencies, they should be addressed through a normal process of negotiation and driven by the interests of people in need, not politics.
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